
Bay of Plenty Radiotherapy Patients 
Bay of Plenty people requiring radiotherapy for cancer treatment have in 
the past travelled to Hamilton for their assessment and radiation treatment.

The Kathleen Kilgour Centre, a new radiotherapy specialist centre has been 
built on the Tauranga Hospital campus and will open on 1 October 2014.

What does this mean for existing Bay of Plenty  
radiotherapy patients?
•	 Patients	who	have	been	assessed	for	radiation	treatment	or	have	

started treatment at Hamilton will continue with their treatment there. 
This is because patients must receive their full course of treatment on 
the same type of machine.

•	 Patients	who	have	completed	their	radiation	treatment,	but	are	still	
having follow-up appointments with the Radiation Oncology Service, 
will be transferred to the new centre for these appointments over the 
next few months.

What does this mean for new Bay of Plenty  
radiotherapy patients?
•	 The	Kathleen	Kilgour	Centre	will	have	a	staged	start-up	period	until	 

1 October 2014.

•	 The	majority	of	new	Bay	of	Plenty	patients	will	continue	to	go	to	
Hamilton until 1 October 2014 and will continue to have their treatment 
at Hamilton on the Waikato machines.

•	 A	small	number	of	new	Bay	of	Plenty	patients	will	be	seen	at	the	
Kathleen Kilgour Centre prior to 1 October 2014.

www.kathleenkilgourcentre.co.nz



•	 The	rule	that	generally	applies	is	that	the	centre	where	a	patient	is	first	
seen by a specialist, will be the centre where that patient receives their 
radiation treatment.

•	 After	1	October	new	Bay	of	Plenty	patients	will	receive	their	first	
appointment at Tauranga and commence their treatment at the 
Kathleen Kilgour Centre.

Frequently	Asked	Questions
How will I know which centre to attend?
You will be told which centre your appointments will be at.

Can I pick the centre I go to?
No. Treatment needs to start as soon as the clinical treatment decision 
has been made. We do not want people delaying starting their treatment 
because they don’t want to travel to Hamilton.

Can I talk to someone? 
Yes. We have dedicated a phone line 07 557 5549 for your questions. 
Please leave a message with your questions, include your name, NHI 
number (if you have this) a contact number and time you are available.  
A	Bay	of	Plenty	District	Health	Board	staff	member	will	call	you	back	the	
next working day.

www.bopdhb.govt.nz

www.midlandcancernetwork.org.nz
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